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A Sympathiser with Zionism

Published in Hebrew translation, Ha’aretz, 17 November 1972, 26

Nathan Yellin-Mor

TO THE EDITOR, HA’ARETZ

[13 November 1972]

Oxford
Sir,
I have only just seen the comments of Mr Yellin-Mor on my
Herzog Memorial Lecture, which you were good enough to publish
in October. The distance between Mr Yellin-Mor and myself seems
to me so great that I see no possibility of a rational argument
between us. I do not, therefore, propose to refute most of his
charges, baseless as they seem to me to be, or react to his allegations
about my motives and outlook, least of all by speculation about his

ownn.
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I owe it to your readers, however, to correct two of his wildest
misstatements of fact. I was not sent to the United States to attempt
to muzzle Jewish or Zionist criticisms of British policy. In 1941,
when I was an information officer, there was little criticism of this
sort. From 1942, my sole job was to report currents of opinion, and
not to persuade anyone of anything, least of all try to moderate the
indignation which the White Paper policy produced among virtually
all conscious American Jews and their well-wishers.

Secondly, Mr Yellin-Mor attributes to me personally views held
by the most anti-Zionist circles in British officialdom. This is an
odious imputation, known to be false both to my British and
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American non-Jewish colleagues during the war, and to the Zionist
leaders of that period, who knew me to be thoroughly sympathetic
to the Zionist movement at all times, a fact which I did not seek to
conceal from anyone. Even a cursory reading of my lecture will
make this obvious — it was certainly so to anti-Zionists, both in
America and England, at the time.
Yours truly,
Isaiah Berlin
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